Approved For Release 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP61S00527A0002001 40&74-O 


Foreign of CsechesIovtJsia 

Since the coup, the foreign tr.>da of CaoeboslavJcia 
has doubled Is value . y i d he® trufr»yg-. ->n » chaa g ge benefici- Cl to 
the Bloc '*nd la particular the USSR. Whereas la X9*tS the Bloc 
accounted for '£$ of total trade,* today it is responsible for 
about 65£ of Czech trade. ’iChe UMS is the chief tara&tog festaer, 
usually Hceotsrtias for oso-IMrd of the tamper • Dhe i&are of 
trad® With western nation* declined after 19*$ sad reached a 
low of aajt ia 1953 hut hue recovered in the past three years 
largely as a result of increased trade with ta*&erd»welcf»d Free 
rOrM countries - ti^Uter Soeesnist control lac reusing es^haei® has: 
been placed on the develofnent of heavy industry which has created 
a growing capability for exporting ..iachiaery saS esuipsaeat. % 

19i>6 this category inpre seated UOp of Caech experts . Csech 
writer# thcaselvess charaetnsdne their country m having been 
mnA & into a «tAg>tin » shop for the Bloc. 

’She msm% ei^aific^at recent develtpnent® in the trt.dte field 
are the Ceeeh interests to rn&m&im their western trade «ad to 
ysueefc&ag ipiei^jattea «ong Sloe countries . d-tmth econoaiats 
argue that expanding tar he with the est will castle Caechaslova.- 
kis to he the first Hoc country to aateh western stead rds of 
living. -Qjk>, they have been arguing at intra-Bloc conferences that 
existing inefficiencies nd duplication of effort mast he elintiauted 
if the JBtoc as a whole is to ea^oy the fruits a t division of tebor 
in foreign trade. 
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